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see any tenable ground of argument on which this point could

be maintained against us.-----

Tlie settlement of these two points only would, I understand,
be considered as a great acquisition by the Nizam, and would
go a great way towards inducing him to substitute a British
force in the room of Eaymond's corps.

The third point is of much more importance, and of much
greater delicacy and danger; I speak of the desire of the
Court of Hyderabad to obtain our guarantee of their possession
against the Mahrattas, as well as against Tippoo, together with a
right of employing defensively the troops furnished by us
against the former as well as against the latter of these powers.
This point, perhaps, might be reconciled with the interest of
the Mahrattas, if it were thought prudent to enter into similar
engagements with them, or, in other words, to guarantee their
possessions against any attack from the Nizam. The effect of
such an engagement with both powers would be to place us in
the situation of arbitrators between them; and perhaps their
mutual apprehensions of our interposition in the case of any
aggression on either side, might tend to restrain the resent-
ment and ambition of both. In this view, such a system of
treaty with the Mahrattas and with the Nizam, so far from
being liable to the objection of an undue interference in the
disputes of the native powers of India, or of that description of
officiousness and intriguing spirit which tends to foment divi-
sions and to occasion war, might be deemed the best security
for the maintenance of the peace of India, as well as the
strongest pledge of our disposition to preserve it from disturb-
ance. It would also tend to preserve unimpaired the strength
and resources of the two powers on whose co-operation we
must depend for assistance against any future attempt on
the part of Tippoo. It cannot be a wise policy to suffer the
Nizam and the Mahrattas to weaken themselves by repeated
contests, while Tippoo remains at rest; and any measure de-
serves attention the tendency of which is to restore to the Mah-
rattas and to the Nizam their respective consideration and power
as they stood at the conclusion of the Treaty of Seringapatam,

x 2